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REVIEVW 


OF THE 


STATE 


OF THE 


ENGLISH 


NATION. 


Thurſday, November 14. 1706. 


— 


— — 


Church of Scotland on the Foot of the 


Union, in Oppoſition to ſome People, 


T. my laſt I debated the Safety of the 
who are — amuſe them with Dan- 


gets, from the Poſſibility of the Ba op- 
preſſing them by the Majodity of Votes in 
the Parliament of Britain; aud previous 
to this I have laid down, firft, that they are 
not ſafe in the preſent Conſtitution z and 
fecoadly, that they are effeftuilly ſecur d 
dy the Union, ; 

If the Church of Scotland is now in a pre- 
carious, unſafe aad unſettled Coadicion,and 
may be ſecur & by the Union; then the 
Members of this Church can no more ask 
me, what they gain by the Union, nor a- 
ſwer it to their Conſcicnces or their Poſle- 
rity, chat they ſhould oppoſe her S ttle- 
ment ia this the Dzy of ner Eſtabliſhment. 

Bit, ſay the Gentlemen, that in Behalt 


n — R 


of the Church of Scotland, agaiaft 
the Union as now Ven Scotland 
are equelly Union, for we are 
depriv'd of our and deliver a 
over to the Parliament of B „ and 
we ſdo not know but ſuch a = my 

Epiſes- 


Etta great Brita 

us off in Scotland with a Toleration, 

alſo they may, by an Occaſional re- 

duce again to any thing they ple 

Ibis i take to be the Sum and State of the 

Queſtion; for really what the other 

Wend in my Opinica, carries with it no 

eight. 

To argue, what an Engliſh or Britiſ 

Parliament may do, and what they may 
noc 


— —ů— 
not do, ſeems to me to be ſo conjectural, 


that it leaves no Room to call it an Argu- 


ment. And let my Opinion go which Way 
it will, a Probability biaſs which Way it will, 
chis will follow; tis as poſſible, and 1 muſt 
att Pardon for thinking that tis more prob a- 
ble, a Scots Parliament may be obtain'd to 
ruin Presbytery, than an Enzliſb. 

And I ſhall turn the very ſameArguments 
that are us'd againft this Matter, upon the 
Gentlemen that uſe them; thus. 

The ſtrong Reaſons given, why an Eng- 
lip Parliament may do thus, are ſuch as 
theſe. a | 

The great Intereſt of he Ehurch of Exp- 
led, and der Influence i the Parliamgnry 
Her baving pre vail'd tggpnctinue the Teſt- 
Act, impoſe it on the Iriſh Diſſenters, aud 
attempt it on the Colonies ; Her Power to 
influence Elections in both Kingdoms; the 
Nearneſs to carrying the Occaſional Bill; 
Her firong Struggles for it 3 theÞaling(s to 
bribe or take off the 45 Scots Members, Oc. 

The Reaſons, why there is as. anger 
from a $c0r#Patliameac, are ſuch as theſe. 

That the Act making it Treaſon to im- 
pugn any Article of the Claim of Right, 
makes it dangerous to attempt it in the 
Parliament of Scotland. | 

That the Nobility and Gentry of Scot- 
land are too ſenſible of the Calamities 
formerly brought upon the Nation, and 
have ſoſſet d too much by them, to offer 
at embroiling the Nation again upon that 
Account, | 

That the Example of the Parliament 
choſen after King illi am's Death, is an Ar- 
gument for this, in which an Author ſays, 
there were mere High-Churchmen eletted, 
than in any other Parliament ſince the Re- 
oration ; who were lo far from reſtor ing 
Epiſcopacy, that they would not allow the 
Epiſcopal Clergy that Toleration, they pe- 
titioned for. : 

This, as the Sum of the projected Diſ- 
parity, is; whit is now offer'd apon this 
Head, which in ſhort I abridge thus, 778 4 
Compariſon of Probabilities. 5 

That *tis probable both from Circum- 
ſtances and Examples, that the Fngliſh Par- 
liament may undo th- Church-S-ttlement 
vf Scotland; bur tis not probable, the Par- 
liameat of Scotland can do ic. 
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This I defire to ſpeak briefly to; and if 
I ſhould chance to turn the Scale of Proba- 
bilities againſt them, then I leave it to its 
Conſequences ; whether the World u ill not 
give it againſt thoſe Gentlemen, who with 
their imperſett Unios, are tor leaving us 
juſt 'wh&e they ſaund Us, or worſe, 
the Parliament f England is com- 
pos'd M Churchmen, is true; and that the 
Parſon's, tho“ not near ooo, 4s is ſaid, 
Vote, and the Church may influence vecy 
much, is all true; and yet under all this, 
900 uader ſuch Reigns, as in which the 
DiſſentageTa England have been moſt hated, 
they could Per ontain any effect al Law 
to ſuppreſs them: And at laſt cha Power of 
Truth, andthe Re. ſoa and Nftuie of things 
ſo prevailed, that the Diſſnters are not 
only ſe cur ed, but the while Nation is come 
over to them in the D..ctiiacs of Govern- 
ment, Right and Liber y. 
The Diſſent ers art nut gone hack an Inch, 
txthe Church aſhamꝰd vf their Perſecu- 
fors and Oppreſhong,” which lite Exeen- 
trick Morions always revolve of courſe to Re- 
gularities and more natural Rules, return'd 
again by Length of Time to her ſelf, and 
own'd ber Rrror, detiar'd Perſecution a- 

ainft her Principles, and freely fell in with 
Foleration and Liberty, 

They ſce, the Diſſenters and the Church 


ha ve but one civil intereſt; and tha: — 4 


ty is the Safety of both z they are;coovin@d, 
not conquer d; reduc d, not by Power or 
Party, but by the Nature of things, they 
come to their Senſes again, 

After this, another Sally under a 
Higb-Church Miniſtry, the Teſt was foiſted 
upon the Diſſemers in Ireland, and ſome Ex- 
travagancies ated in England; But mark, 
how ſoon did theſe Attempts in the Authors 
blow up the Miniftry, and meer Nature 
bring al! things to rights again. 

Io inſtance in the Attempts of the Colo- 
nies, which is the Story of Caralina, me- 
thinks is very odd, ſince to read the Misfor- 
tune of my . G— le on that Head, with 
what Conteinpt he has been treated, and 
how mortified for offering ſuch a thing, but 
on a poor handful of Planters ; .methinks 1 
ſay, it ſhould firangely weaken the Argu- 
ments of thoſe, who ſeem to ſuggeſt theſe 
things. M I S- 
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hy 


Would not be thought to banter my 

Native Country, when T am repeating 

Charge laid on them of  Natienal Sins, 
and tb may be a kirtle merty with rhe Man, 
yet upon my Word, Im not at all fo wich 
the Subjet;, the crying National Sins ot 
Enplend of a Nature too ferious for me 10 
jeſt with. 

Nor is it a ſmall Matter, Gentlemen, 
when I tell you, what Uſe other People make 
of this very Argument againft us, let it be 
never ſo much a Scandal upon us; pet if ac 
the ſame time any part of it be true, lot 
ye to that ! 

I allo, that in comparing Nation and 
Nation, England can by nv means paſs wth 
me for one of the worſt; and am very apt 
to have a mean Opinion o? rhe Sincerity of 
that Perſon or Na un, that ſets up for fo 
much valuable Sanity, as not to touch 
with their N--ighbours for Feat of lufection. 

How: vet, it the common Character of 
England be ſuch as is here repreſented, 'tis 
very good to be guarded with Vertue, fince 
Men that want ic themſelves, will make it 
a Plea in the World, why we ſhould not 
confederate with Nations, particularly 
ſcandalous ia their Morals. ; 

I believe, a great many People in R- 
land will hardly believe, that their Cu- 
try deſerves the Character of à Land. of 
vice A Nation, that ſober refortn'd 
People ought rather to ſtand at a Diſtance, 
and wait the j udgments of God upon, than 
confederate with; I therefore them 
with this for to refle& on, and ＋ — them 
a Vic w, of what Opinion the orld bas 
of them, whatever Opinion they have of 

Reformation of Manners is certainly the 
Glory of a Nation, and 1 maſt do Scotlend 
that Juſtice, that generally ſpeaking, they 
have a greater Victory over reigning open 
and authoriz'd Crime, than England z buc | 
ſhall not go the Length of this Author, ho, 
in purſuing bis Argument upon En 
Crimes, has the - following Addends to his 
former black Charge upon us. 


Mr$SCELLANE a. 


„It here alſo deſerves Notice, with 
„* what excellent Effects God hath bleſſed 
** the Societies for Reformation of Mau- 
'* ners, lately eretted in Scotland, and ef. 
* p=cially at Edinburgh; Whereas the Spots 
* of Vice are ſo much more violent in Eng- 
land, that the like Societies, of much 
* longer Continuance, and wich far great- 
er Advantages, have been able to make 
* no Manger of ſenfible Alteration in 
„ Londow., 

** As to the Circumftances of England, 
** wich Reſpett to the ſo great abounding 


of grols Sins in Practice, and damnable 


% Errors in Principle, threatned by the 
* Word of God with the moſt ſevere Pu- 
*« niſhments ; if true National Repentance 
and Reformation do not prevent them, 
i | have often had this tioo, which 
* I have told to ſome, and do — 
* lickly declare, having the Wi of 
God in my Coaſcience, that I ſpeak no 
* otherwiſe, than as I ſincerely think. , * 
* That if a Choice were in my Offer to 
* have ſettled upon my Pofterity, five 
« thouſand Pound Sterling pony in R- 
* land, or to haye five hundred 0 
* ſettled upon them in Scotland j I would 
* in Conſideration of the Duty I owe them, 
and in Conſideration of the Sits of F- 
« lad, damnadle Errors, mighty T, 
tions to both, and the jm ig Joy: 
e ments from the Truth of God's by 
« for and upon them ; and what I ftill ſee 
* of the more favourable Influence, of the 
« Providence of God, and better Ground 
of Hopes, yet remaining as to Scotland — 
„J would, I ſay, in my free Choice, 
« certainly prefer on theſe Accounts, the 
« five hundred Pound Sterli ent 
« in Scotland, to the five thoulzad Poygds, 
« in England, 2 
Thus, Gentlemen, you ſee, what à low 
Ebb the Immocalities of England have 
brought her Repatationa to, and what a 
Condition we axe in, as to the Opiaiva of 
other Nations * | 
7 There 


